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an amendment to the address, a refusal of money
supplies, or a direct vote of censure by the House of
Commons would be the means employed to extrude
them. Secondly, it is in Parliament, and pre-eminently
in the Commons, that men prove their fitness as
individuals to become ministers. It is still rare for high
Cabinet rank to be accorded to anyone, however dis-
tinguished, who has not made some reputation there
in debate or committee. Lastly, the day-to-day
attitude of members towards the Government is a
factor which weighs with them at least as much as the
opinion of the press: for Members of Parliament are
sufficiently close to affairs of State to form sober judg-
ments, and at the same time sufficiently in touch with
their various constituencies to know what the country
is thinking, so that they are often in a position to act
as a real guide to their titular masters, His Majesty's
Government.